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SURVEY OF NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

MINORITY POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOWS 
 
 
All your responses to this questionnaire are strictly confidential.  No one outside the project staff at SRI 
International will ever see your individual responses to any of the questions.  Portions of your narrative 
answers may be quoted or paraphrased, but will not be attributed. 
 
 
In the survey questions, the acronym MPRF or the capitalized term “Fellowship” refers specifically to the 
Minority Postdoctoral Research Fellowship.  Two questions make reference to fellowships in general.  
 
 
Privacy Act Statement:  The National Science Foundation has contracted with SRI International, an 
independent organization, to assess the outcomes and impacts of the Minority Postdoctoral Research 
Fellowship (MPRF) Program.  All personal information that is collected through this survey instrument 
will be considered confidential and will be maintained by SRI for three years.  All responses will be 
coded to ensure the confidentiality of individual responses.  Data collected from this instrument will not 
be shared, sold, or used for fundraising purposes.  Survey data and findings will be used only in an 
aggregate form for the express purposes of fulfilling the data needs of the MPRF assessment. 
 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  Public reporting burden for this collection of information is 
estimated to average thirty (30) minutes per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching 
existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the 
collection of information.  Responses to this survey are voluntary.  An Agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and the respondent is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a 
valid OMB control number.  The information gathered will be used by the National Science Foundation 
to inform program design, management, and funding.  The information collection activity involved with 
the program is conducted pursuant to the NSF Organic Act of 1950, as amended, 42 USC 1861-75.  Send 
comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including 
suggestions for reducing the burden, to:  Suzanne H. Plimpton, Reports Clearance Officer, National 
Science Foundation, 4201 Wilson Blvd., Arlington, VA 22230. 
 
 
OMB No.: 3145-0189 
Expiration Date: May 31, 2005 
Estimated Burden: 30 minutes 
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Section A:  Applying for Your NSF  
Minority Postdoctoral Research Fellowship 

 
 

1.1  [Respondent ID#] 
 
 
1.2 How did you learn about the MPR Fellowship program?  
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE NUMBERS OF ALL THAT APPLY  
a. From a former Fellow 1 
b. From a campus administrative office 2 
c. From information circulated by my graduate department 3 
d. From an NSF publication 4 
e. By contacting an NSF program officer 5 
f. From an NSF representative who came to my institution or conference 6 
g. From a faculty member at my doctoral institution 7 
h.  From a prospective mentor 8 
i. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY: 9 

 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
1.3. Was the institution where you undertook the MPR Fellowship your  first choice? 

 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

Yes  No  
 

 IF NO, PLEASE SPECIFY WHY NOT: 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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1.4. At the time of your  decision to apply for the MPR Fellowship, how impor tant did you consider  each 
of the following factors? 

 

  PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH 
STATEMENT 

Not At All 
Impor tant 

Not Very 
Impor tant  Impor tant Very 

Impor tant 
Does Not 

Apply 

a. Opportunity to work for a particular 
mentor/PI 1 2 3 4 5 

b. Opportunity to collaborate with specific 
researcher(s) other than the mentor/PI 1 2 3 4 5 

c. Opportunity to apply for a “starter grant” 1 2 3 4 5 

d. Opportunity to gain access to specialized 
research facilities or equipment 1 2 3 4 5 

e. Opportunity to work in a desired 
geographic location in the U.S. 1 2 3 4 5 

f. Opportunity to work at a desired foreign 
location 1 2 3 4 5 

g. Opportunity to develop/improve my 
publication record 1 2 3 4 5 

h. 
Opportunity to improve my chances of 
eventually obtaining a tenured position 
at a major university 

1 2 3 4 5 

i. 
Opportunity to improve my chances of 
eventually obtaining a research position 
in a private-sector firm 

1 2 3 4 5 

j. Encouragement from my thesis 
advisor(s)  1 2 3 4 5 

k. Encouragement from other colleague(s) 1 2 3 4 5 
l. Reports from prior Fellows  1 2 3 4 5 

m. The fact that the Fellowship could be 
used at any institution 1 2 3 4 5 

n. Other reason(s) for applying 
PLEASE SPECIFY BELOW: 

1 2 3 4 5 

 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
1.5. Did you apply more than once? 

 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

Yes  No  
 

 
1.6. Around the time(s) you applied for  the MPR Fellowship, did you apply for  any other  postdoctoral 
fellowships? 

 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

Yes  No IF NO, PLEASE SKIP 
TO ITEM 1.9 
 

 
 

1.7. I f Yes, was one or  more of those other  fellowships offered to you? 
 

 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 
Yes  No 
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1.8. I f Yes, why did you choose the MPR Fellowship over  the other(s)? 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE NUMBERS FOR ALL THAT APPLY  
a. I could use it at any institution 1 
b. The stipend was better 2 
c. A fellowship from NSF has more prestige  3 
d. It included an opportunity to apply for a starter grant 4 
e. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY: 5 

 
 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
1.9. How did you identify the mentor(s)/PI (s) who might best suit your  postdoctoral work? 

 
 PLEASE CIRCLE NUMBERS FOR ALL THAT APPLY  
a. I noted which ones published on the topics I wanted to pursue 1 
b. I spoke with postdoctoral fellows or graduate students  4* 
c. A thesis advisor provided one or more leads 5 
d. My institution’s career advisor provided one or more leads 6 
e. NSF Program Officer(s) provided one or more leads 7 
f. A professional society provided one or more leads 8 
g. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY: 9 

*  The categor ies or iginally coded 2 and 3 were deleted from this item before the 
    survey was fielded, but the remaining categor ies were not recoded in the database. 
  
 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
1.10. How impor tant to you were the following factors in choosing a par ticular  mentor  (or  your  first 
mentor , if you had more than one)? 

 
 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH 

STATEMENT 
Not At All 
Impor tant 

Not Very 
Impor tant  Impor tant Very 

Impor tant 
Does Not 

Apply 
a. The mentor’s reputation as a researcher 1 2 3 4 5 
b. The mentor’s reputation as a supervisor 1 2 3 4 5 
c. The level of personal compatibility 1 2 3 4 5 
d. The match of research interests 1 2 3 4 5 
e. The mentor’s agreement that I could work 

on research topics of my own selection 1 2 3 4 5 

f. The mentor’s agreement to give me time 
to search for a post-Fellowship position 1 2 3 4 5 

g. The geographic location of the mentor or 
the mentor’s institution 1 2 3 4 5 

h. The mentor was a minority scientist 1 2 3 4 5 
i. The mentor was not a minority scientist 1 2 3 4 5 
j. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY: 1 2 3 4 5 

  
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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1.11. Did you receive a travel/planning award from the MPR Fellowship program while a graduate 
student? 

 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

Yes  No IF NO, PLEASE SKIP 
TO ITEM 2.1 

 
 
1.12. Please rate the travel/planning award in terms of its usefulness in providing the following: 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH 
STATEMENT 

Not At 
All 

Useful 

Not Very 
Useful  Useful 

Very 
Useful 

Does Not 
Apply 

a. Visits to prospective mentors’ host institution(s) 1 2 3 4 5 
b. Development of a postdoctoral training plan 1 2 3 4 5 
c. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY BELOW: 1 2 3 4 5 

  
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Section B: Your Activities and Experiences During the Fellowship 
 
 
2.1 Have you completed your  MPR Fellowship? 
 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

Yes  No IF NO, PLEASE SKIP TO 
ITEM 5.1 

 
 
2.2. In addition to conducting research, which of the following professional or  career development 
activities did you engage in dur ing your MPR Fellowship? 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ALL NUMBERS  THAT APPLY  
a. Guest lecturing/teaching at the host institution 1 
b. Advising minority students at the host institution 2 
c. Advising non-minority students at the host institution 3 
d. Participating in faculty or student committees 4 
e. Organizing seminars or workshops 5 
f. Attending workshops in your research area 6 
g. Attending seminars on proposal writing/grant making 7 
h. None of the above 8 

i. Other professional or career development activities 
PLEASE SPECIFY: 9 

 
 _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2.3. Dur ing your  MPR Fellowship, did you par ticipate in any activities that were intended to influence 
elementary or  secondary school (K-12) students, either  minor ity or  non-minor ity, to consider  careers in 
science? 

 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

Yes  No  
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2.4. Please indicate how much you disagree or  agree with each of the following statements about your 
exper iences dur ing your  MPR Fellowship: 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH 
STATEMENT Disagree 

Disagree 
Somewhat 

Agree 
Somewhat Agree 

No 
Idea/Does 
Not Apply 

a. I was satisfied with the opportunities  
I had to conduct research 1 2 3 4 5 

b. I was satisfied with the opportunities  
I had for collaboration with others in the lab 1 2 3 4 5 

c. I was satisfied with the opportunities I had to 
mentor minority students  1 2 3 4 5 

d. I was satisfied with the opportunities I had to 
mentor non-minority students 1 2 3 4 5 

e. I was satisfied with the amount of stipend I 
received 1 2 3 4 5 

f. The amount allotted for research materials and 
related expenses was sufficient 1 2 3 4 5 

g. I was able to pursue research on topic(s) that I 
probably would not have pursued otherwise 1 2 3 4 5 

h. 
I was able to have access to specific research 
equipment, facilities, or sites that I probably 
would not have had access to otherwise 

1 2 3 4 5 

i. 
I was able to work in another country that I 
probably would not have had access to 
otherwise 

1 2 3 4 5 

j. 
I was able to direct my research efforts along 
interdisciplinary lines in ways that I probably 
would not have done otherwise 

1 2 3 4 5 

k. I received sufficient administrative support from 
my host institution 1 2 3 4 5 

l. 
I received sufficient professional support from 
the faculty/professional staff at my host 
institution 

1 2 3 4 5 

m. 
The Fellowship had a sufficient amount of 
flexibility to enable me to take advantage of 
diverse opportunities 

1 2 3 4 5 

 
 
2.5. Was the specific research topic that you under took with the MPR Fellowship your  first choice? 

 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

Yes  No  

 
 IF NO, PLEASE SPECIFY WHY NOT:  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2.6. Did your  research interest change as a result of your  MPR Fellowship? 

 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

Yes  No  

 
 IF YES, PLEASE SPECIFY HOW IT CHANGED: 
 
 _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2.7. What was the total duration of your  MPR Fellowship, including any overseas time and any 
extensions? 
 
  _________ months 
 
 
2.8. In your opinion, what would have been the optimal duration of your  Fellowship award? 
 
  _________ months  
  
 
2.9. Did you make a permanent change in your  host institution dur ing your  MPR Fellowship? 

 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

Yes  No IF NO, PLEASE SKIP 
TO ITEM 2.10 

 
 
2.9a. I f Yes, please indicate the reason(s): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE NUMBERS FOR ALL  THAT 
APPLY  

a. To change mentors 1 
b. To change the direction of my research 2 
c. To move to another specific institution 3 
d. To move to another geographic area 4 
e. To meet family obligation(s)  5 
f. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY BELOW:    6 
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2.10. When you accepted the MPR Fellowship, in which of the following areas did you feel you wanted 
advice or  assistance from your  mentor? 
 

 
PLEASE CIRCLE YES OR NO FOR EACH ITEM IN EACH COLUMN 

Advice or  
assistance 
was needed 

Advice or  
assistance 

was received 
a. Identifying skill and knowledge needs Yes      No Yes      No 
b. Developing plans to address those needs Yes      No Yes      No 
c. Identifying career options Yes      No Yes      No 
d. Discussing matters facing minority researchers in my field Yes      No Yes      No 
e. Discussing matters facing all researchers in my field Yes      No Yes      No 
f. Preparing grant proposals Yes      No Yes      No 
g. Preparing my curriculum vita Yes      No Yes      No 
h. Preparing for job interviews Yes      No Yes      No 
i. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY BELOW: Yes      No Yes      No 

 
 _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 IF YOU CIRCLED “ YES”  TO ANY BOX IN THE LAST COLUMN, PLEASE PROCEED TO ITEM 2.11.  OTHERWISE, PLEASE 
 SKIP TO ITEM 2.13. 
 
 
2.11. Consider ing those items for  which you indicated that you received advice or  assistance from your 
mentor(s), how satisfied were you with that advice or  assistance? 
 

 PLEASE CHECK ONE BOX FOR EACH ITEM 
Not At 

All 
Satisfied 

Not Very 
Satisfied Satisfied 

Very 
Satisfied 

a. Identifying skill and knowledge needs 1 2 3 4 
b. Developing plans to address those needs 1 2 3 4 
c. Identifying career options 1 2 3 4 
d. Discussing matters facing minority researchers in my field 1 2 3 4 
e. Discussing matters facing all researchers in my field 1 2 3 4 
f. Preparing grant proposals 1 2 3 4 
g. Preparing my curriculum vita 1 2 3 4 
h. Preparing for job interviews 1 2 3 4 
i. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY BELOW: 1 2 3 4 

 
 _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2.12.  I f you checked “ not very satisfied”  or  “ not at all satisfied”  for  any item(s) in the previous question, 
please indicate why you were not satisfied:    
  
 PLEASE BE SPECIFIC  
 _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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2.13. Dur ing your  MPR Fellowship, did you attend one or  more workshop(s) for  MPR Fellows organized 
by NSF? 

 
  PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

Yes  No IF NO, PLEASE SKIP 
TO ITEM 3.1 

 
 
2.14. In what year  did you last attend? 
 
 
2.15. Please rate the workshop(s) you attended in terms of their  usefulness in providing the following 
information: 

 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH ITEM 
Not At 

All 
Useful 

Not 
Very 

Useful  
Useful 

Very 
Useful 

Does Not 
Apply 

a. Opportunities to meet NSF staff 1 2 3 4 5 
b. Opportunities to meet other Minority Fellows 1 2 3 4 5 
c. Opportunities to meet researchers in other fields  1 2 3 4 5 

d. Opportunities for my mentor to understand better the 
Fellowship program 1 2 3 4 5 

e. Intellectual stimulation 1 2 3 4 5 
f. Opportunities to present my research 1 2 3 4 5 

g. Opportunities to learn about the research being 
conducted by other Fellows in my field 1 2 3 4 5 

h. Information for obtaining grants/funding 1 2 3 4 5 
i. Opportunities for networking generally 1 2 3 4 5 
j. Opportunities for collaboration on my research 1 2 3 4 5 
k. Other assistance, PLEASE SPECIFY BELOW: 1 2 3 4 5 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2.16. To what extent have you continued to stay in touch with var ious persons you met at the MPRF 
workshop(s) ? 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER  
FOR EACH STATEMENT 

Not At 
All A L ittle 

A Fair  
Amount 

A 
Great 
Deal 

a. The NSF Fellowship Program Director 1 2 3 4 
b. Other NSF officials or staff 1 2 3 4 
c. Other Minority Fellows, at a personal level 1 2 3 4 
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Section C: Your Post-Fellowship Position(s) and Activities 
 
 
3.1. Have you been employed in any position since completing your  MPR Fellowship? 
 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

Yes  No IF NO, PLEASE SKIP 
TO ITEM 4.1 

 
 
 
3.2. Are you currently employed (or  self-employed), either  full-time or  par t-time? 

 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

Yes  No IF NO, PLEASE SKIP 
TO ITEM 3.14 

 
 
3.3. Where are you currently employed? 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER  
a. K-12 institution 1 
b. Two-year college or technical institute 2 
c. Four-year college or university (highest degree is Bachelors) 3 
d. Comprehensive institution (highest degree is Masters/Professional) 4 
e. Doctorate-granting institution 5 
f. Governmental or international organization 6 

g. Other not-for-profit organization, including non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) 7 

h. Private for-profit firm  8 
i. Self-employed 9 
j. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY: 10 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
* *  I f you are not currently employed at a college or  university, please skip to item 3.8. 
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3.4. I f cur rently employed in a college or  university: 
 
 What is your  current rank? 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER  

a. Does not apply; no ranking system at my 
institution or for my position 1 

b. Professor 2 
c. Associate professor 3 
d. Assistant professor 4 
e. Adjunct professor 5 
f. Instructor or lecturer 6 
g. Research associate 7 
h. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY: 8 

 
 ____________________________________________ 
 
 
3.5 What is your  current tenure status?  
 
 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER  

a. Does not apply; no tenure system here 1 
b. Tenured 2 
c. On tenure track but not tenured 3 
d. Not on tenure track 4 

 
 
3.6 What is the name of the department(s), center (s), or  program(s) with which you are affiliated? 
   
 IF MORE THAN ONE, PLEASE LIST THEM ALL 
 
 
 
 
3.7. What is your  current job title? 
 
 
 
 
3.8. To what extent, if any, does your  current work have international components? 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE NUMBERS OF ALL THAT APPLY  
a. My work has no, or very few, international components 1 
b. I work outside the United States 2 
c.  My employer’s headquarters is outside the United States 3 
d. My work includes a substantial amount of international collaboration 4 
e.  My work includes a substantial amount of international travel 5 
f. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY: 6 
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3.9. Was your MPR Fellowship in the:   
 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 
 
a.  Biological Sciences   ____________  
 
b.  Social or  Behavioral Sciences   ____________  PLEASE SKIP TO ITEM 3.11  
 
 
3.10. I f your  Fellowship was in the Biological Sciences, what is your  current area of specialization? 
 
 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER 
 

Agronomy or Crop Science 01 
Anatomy 02 
Animal Behavior 03 
Bacteriology/Microbiology 04 
Biochemistry 05 
Biological Informatics 06 
Biometrics or Biostatistics 07 
Biophysics 08 
Biotechnology 09 
Botany 10 
Cell Biology 11 
Computational Biology 12 
Conservation/Renewable Natural Resources 13 
Developmental Biology or Embryology 14 
Ecology 15 
Endocrinology 16 
Entomology 17 
Environmental Science 18 
Fisheries Science or Management 19 
Forest Biology 20 
Genetics, Human or Animal 21 
Genetics, Plant 22 
Genomics 23 
Horticulture 24 
Immunology 25 
Molecular Biology 26 
Neuroscience 27 
Physiology, Human or Animal 28 
Plant Pathology 29 
Plant Physiology 30 
Wildlife/Range Management 31 
Zoology 32 
Other Field (please specify below)  
______________________ 
 

33 
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3.11. I f your  Fellowship was in the Behavioral or  Social Sciences, what is your  current area of 
specialization?   
 
 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER 
 

Behavioral Sciences  
Cognitive Neuroscience 01 
Cognitive Psychology or Psycholinguistics  02 
Comparative Psychology 03 
Development, Human, Individual, or Family 04 
Developmental or Child Psychology  05 
Experimental Psychology 06 
Physiological Psychology or Psychobiology  07 
Psychometrics  08 
Quantitative Psychology 09 
Social Psychology 10 
Psychology, Other 11 
 * 
Social Sciences  
Anthropology 13 
Applied Ethics 14 
Criminology 15 
Decision, Risk, and Management Sciences 16 
Demography or Population Studies 17 
Econometrics 18 
Economics 19 
Geography 20 
History/Philosophy of Science and Technology  21 
International Relations or Affairs 22 
Linguistics 23 
Political Science or Government 24 
Public Policy Analysis 25 
Sociology 26 
Statistics 27 
Urban Affairs or Studies 28 
Social Sciences, General 29 
Social Sciences, Other 30 
  
Other Field (Please specify)  
______________________ 
 

31 

 *Code 12 was skipped. 
 
 
3.12. Are you working in the field of specialization that you envisioned when you applied for  the MPR 
Fellowship? 

 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

Yes  No 
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3.13. Is your current employer  the same as your  first post-MPR Fellowship employer  ? 
 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 
 

    Yes_____________  No________ 
    IF YES, PLEASE SKIP TO 
    ITEM 3.15 
  
 
3.14. Please indicate the type of employer  for  your  first post-MPR Fellowship position: 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER  
a. K-12 institution 1 
b. Two-year college or technical institute 2 
c. Four-year college or university (highest degree is Bachelors) 3 
d. Comprehensive institution (highest degree is Masters/Professional) 4 
e. Doctorate-granting institution 5 
f. Governmental or international organization 6 

g. Other not-for-profit organization, including non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) 7 

h. Private for-profit firm  8 
i. Self-employed 9 
j. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY: 10 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
3.15.  Was your first post-MPR Fellowship employer  the type of employer  that you envisioned when you 
applied for  the Fellowship? 
  
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

    Yes_____________  No________ 
      
 
 
3.16.  Approximately how long did it take you to complete the search that led to your  first post-MPR 
Fellowship position? 
 
    I t took about __________ months. 
 
 
3.17.  Was that search completed before your  MPR Fellowship ended? 
 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

    Yes_____________  No________ 
        IF NO, PLEASE SKIP TO ITEM 3.19 
 
 
3.18. Did you take up your  first post-MPR Fellowship position immediately (or  near ly so) after  the 
Fellowship ended? 
 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

Yes  No PLEASE EXPLAIN  
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3.19. When you accepted your first post-MPR Fellowship position, did you also have firm offers for  other  
positions? 

 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 
 

Yes  No  
 

 
PLEASE SPECIFY THE NUMBER 
OF OTHER OFFERS 
_______________ 

  

 
 
3.20. How impor tant to you were the following factors in accepting your  first post-Fellowship position? 
 
PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH STATEMENT 

  
The position offered opportunities for: 

Not At All 
Impor tant 

Not Very 
Impor tant Impor tant 

Very 
Impor tant 

Does 
Not 

Apply 

a. Work on a specific research topic 1 2 3 4 5 

b. Work with specific colleagues 1 2 3 4 5 

c. Work at a prestigious research college or university 1 2 3 4 5 

d. Work at a college or university oriented primarily 
toward teaching rather than research 1 2 3 4 5 

e. Work at a well-regarded firm 1 2 3 4 5 

f. 
Work at a governmental or international agency or 
non-governmental organization (NGO) that addresses 
important social or political issues 

1 2 3 4 5 

g. Work at a college or university that predominantly 
serves minority students  1 2 3 4 5 

h. Work at a desired geographic location  1 2 3 4 5 

i. Relatively quick advancement in my career 1 2 3 4 5 

j. Likelihood that my spouse or significant other person 
could find a suitable position  1 2 3 4 5 

k. Satisfactory pay and benefits 1 2 3 4 5 

l. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY: 1 2 3 4 5 
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3.21. How much do you think the following conditions helped or  hindered your  search for  the first post-
MPR Fellowship position, at that time? 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER  
FOR EACH STATEMENT 

Hindered 
A Lot 

Hindered 
Somewhat 

Had No 
Effect 

Helped 
Somewhat 

Helped A 
Lot 

No 
Idea/Does 
Not Apply 

a. General economic circumstances 1 2 3 4 5 6 
b. Number of openings in my field  1 2 3 4 5 6 

c. Strong competition from non-minority 
applicants(s)  1 2 3 4 5 6 

d. Strong competition from other minority 
applicant(s)  1 2 3 4 5 6 

e.  My status as a member of an 
underrepresented minority group  1 2 3 4 5 6 

f. No openings at the institution or firm of 
my first choice 1 2 3 4 5 6 

g. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY: 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3.22. Did you apply for  the one-year  research star ter  grant available from the Fellowship program? 
 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 
 

Yes No 
 
 IF NO, PLEASE SPECIFY WHY NOT: 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 IF NO, PLEASE SKIP TO ITEM 3.25 
 
 
3.23. I f yes, were you awarded a research star ter  grant? 
 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 
 

Yes  No PLEASE SKIP TO  
ITEM 3.25 

 

 
 
3.24. How impor tant was the research star ter  grant to obtaining your  first post-MPR Fellowship position? 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE 
NUMBER  

a. Very important 1 
b. Somewhat important 2 
c. Not very important 3 
d. Not at all important 4 
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3.25. How useful did you find the following factors in seeking your  first post-MPR Fellowship position? 
 

 
 
 
 
3.26. To what extent, if at all, have you continued to collaborate with colleagues from your  host institution 
since completing your  Fellowship? 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE 
NUMBER  

a. A great deal 1 
b. Somewhat 2 
c. A little 3 
d. Not at all 4 

 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH FACTOR 
Not At 

All 
Useful 

Not 
Very 

Useful 
Useful 

Very 
Useful 

Does 
Not 

Apply 

a. Contacts initiated by the hiring investigator or organization 1 2 3 4 5 

b. Contacts that you initiated on your own 1 2 3 4 5 

c. Leads or contacts provided by your mentor 1 2 3 4 5 

d. Leads or contacts provided by someone other than your mentor 1 2 3 4 5 

e. Information posted or circulated concerning particular vacancies 1 2 3 4 5 

f. The prestige of your mentor’s laboratory 1 2 3 4 5 

g. Publication(s) for which you received credit while a Fellow 1 2 3 4 5 

h. Presentation(s) that you gave while a Fellow 1 2 3 4 5 

i. Your pre-Fellowship (doctoral) situation (e.g., thesis topic, 
research techniques learned, institution, advisor) 1 2 3 4 5 

j. The prestige of the MPR Fellowship  1 2 3 4 5 

k. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY: 1 2 3 4 5 
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3.27. Which of the following activities, if any, have you performed in the past 12 months? 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE NUMBERS FOR ALL THAT APPLY  
a. Served on an NSF review panel for MPR Fellowship applicants 1 
b. Served as a mail reviewer for MPR Fellowship applicants 2 
c. Spoke at a conference or seminar organized for MPR Fellowship applicants/potential applicants 3 
d. Served as a host advisor for an MPR Fellow 4 
e. Performed other activities related to the MPRF program          PLEASE DESCRIBE BELOW 5 
f. Served on a review panel for one or more other NSF programs 6 
g. Served as a mail reviewer for one or more other NSF programs 7 
h. Served as a mail reviewer or panelist for one or more programs in other Federal agencies 8 
i. None of the above 9 

 
 OTHER ACTIVITIES RELATED TO THE MPRF PROGRAM: 
 
 ________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Section D: Opinions About Your MRP Fellowship Award 
 
 
4.1. Please indicate how much you disagree or  agree with each of the following statements. 
 

 
 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH 

STATEMENT Disagree 
Disagree 

Somewhat 
Agree 

Somewhat Agree 
No Idea/ 
Does Not 

Apply 
a.  Overall, I found my Fellowship experiences to be 

valuable 1 2 3 4 5 

b. 

 

When it came to securing my first post-Fellowship 
position, my Fellowship experiences put me on an 
equal footing with non-minority postdoctoral 
researchers of similar qualifications 

1 2 3 4 5 

c.  My Fellowship experiences taught me most of 
what I needed to know to prepare grant proposals 1 2 3 4 5 

d.  My Fellowship experiences led to a professional 
expertise I would not have developed otherwise 1 2 3 4 5 

e.  I generally felt welcomed and accepted by students 
and colleagues at my host institution 1 2 3 4 5 

f.  I established on-going friendships with people I 
met at my host institution 1 2 3 4 5 

g.  I am proud to have been an MPR Fellow 1 2 3 4 5 
 
 
4.2. To what extent has your  MPR Fellowship exper ience hindered or  helped with each of the following? 

 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER 
FOR EACH STATEMENT 

Hindered 
A Lot 

Hindered 
Somewhat 

Had No 
Effect 

Helped 
Somewhat 

Helped A 
Lot 

No 
Idea/Does 
Not Apply 

a. The quality of your current 
research 1 2 3 4 5 6 

b. The specific direction of your 
current research 1 2 3 4 5 6 

c. The progress of your current 
research 1 2 3 4 5 6 

d. Your ability to obtain tenure 1 2 3 4 5 6 

e. Your success in obtaining 
subsequent funding 1 2 3 4 5 6 

f. Your teaching/curricular activities 1 2 3 4 5 6 
g. Your ability to mentor students 1 2 3 4 5 6 

h. Your confidence that you can 
perform leading-edge research  1 2 3 4 5 6 

i. Your career as a whole 1 2 3 4 5 6 
j. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY: 1 2 3 4 5 6 
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4.3. Based on your exper ience as an MPR Fellow, to what extent does your present work environment 
match your  expectations? 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE 
NUMBER  

a. Fully 1 
b. To a great extent 2 
c. Somewhat 3 
d. To a small extent 4 
e. Not appreciably 5 

 
 
4.4. Would you recommend this Fellowship program to eligible colleagues? 
 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 
 

Yes  No IF NO, WHY NOT?  

 
 
 
 
4.5. Would you recommend this Fellowship program to eligible students? 
 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 
 

Yes  No IF NO, WHY NOT?  

 
 
 
 
 
4.6. The broad goal of the Fellowship Program is to prepare scientists from those ethnic groups that are 
significantly underrepresented at advanced levels in U.S. science and engineer ing for : (1) tenured 
university professorships, from which they can apply to be Pr incipal Investigators on research grants and 
serve as mentors to an increasingly diverse student body; and (2) positions of leadership in industry and 
government. 
 
Please comment on how your  own Fellowship activities contr ibuted or  did not contr ibute to that broad 
goal, either  dur ing the Fellowship itself or  since you completed it. 
 
 
 
 
4.7.  I f there are matters about the Fellowship program that you feel were not adequately addressed in the 
survey, please descr ibe them. 
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Section E: Your Background 
 
 
Note: Responding to the demographic questions in this section is entirely voluntary.  However , survey 
respondents’  answers, in the aggregate, will permit cer tain types of analyses that could not be done 
without this information.  
 
5.1. What is your  gender? 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER 

a. Male 1 
b. Female 2 

 
 
5.2. What is your  age? 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER 

a. Under 25 1 
b. 26-30 2 
c. 31-35 3 
d. 36-40 4 
e. Over 40 5 

 
 
5.3. What is your  citizenship status? 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER  
a. U.S. citizen, born in the USA 1 
b. Naturalized U.S. citizen 2 
c. Permanent Resident Alien 3 
d.  Other, PLEASE SPECIFY:  4 

 
 
 
5.4. Of which of the following racial/ethnic groups do you consider  yourself a member? 
 

 PLEASE CIRCLE NUMBER(S) OF  
ALL THAT APPLY  

a. African American or Black 1 
b. Pacific Islander 2 
c. Asian, not Pacific Islander 3 
d. White (Caucasian) 4 
e. American Indian or Alaska Native 5 
f. Other, PLEASE SPECIFY:  6 
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5.5. Are you Latina/o or  Hispanic? 
 
 PLEASE CHECK ONE: 
 

Yes No 
 

 
5.6 Thank you very much for  your  par ticipation.  Please feel free to provide any constructive feedback 

regarding this survey.   
 

COMMENTS:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.7 Finally, including any feedback about the survey itself, how long did it take you to answer this 

survey? 
 

_______  minutes  
 
 
 


